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Putting Public in the Bottle of Social.
or the Other Way Around?

Social, public, and development are used almost interchangeably in Indian policy, yet each carries distinct
theoretical roots — the Nehruvian ‘social’ close to Fabian socialism, the Ambedkarite ‘social’ oriented to
identity, the Gandhian ‘social’ concerned with society’s relation to the State. The making of the Constitution set
these differences aside for a pragmatic way forward, as have shifting uses of ‘public’ and ‘development’ since.
Reading this pragmatism through Indian rationality, the talk traces the conundrum of prefixes across the
welfare state’s evolution — how different terms gained priority in difterent epochs, and what notions beyond
the founding fathers now predominate. Against the assumption that Indian public policy simply followed the
developed North, it asks what distinct trajectory is visible today, as India emerges as a technological leader
even as inequality shadows its development future.
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A public policy specialist working on distributive justice, Dr. Pellissery holds
a doctorate from Oxford University and has served as Associate Professor
at the Institute of Rural Management, Anand. He Is a recipient of the India

Social Science Research Award (2009) and the Ram Reddy Memorial Award
for Social Science (2015), and serves on the boards of the International
Association on Social Quality and the Foundation for Inclusive and
Sustainable Habitats. He has been visiting faculty in Germany, Norway,
China, and Japan.
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