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ORGANISERS

Indian Institute of Science Education and Research
(NSER) Bhopal

IISERs were created through a proclamation of the Ministry of Education, Government
of Indig, to promote quality education and research in science and related areas.
IISER Bhopal aims to provide quality science education to UG and PG students. The
prime focus of the Institute is to integrate science education with research. Also, the
Institute is committed to impart high ethical values and create social and
environment awareness.

The Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at [ISER Bhopal is a
multidisciplinary department conceptualised with a vision of foregrounding the
interfaces between science, society and culture, and of initiating a dialogue between
the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities. The department
currently offers MA in Liberal Arts and PhD in Cognitive Science, Literature, Philosophy,
Social Work, Sociology and Social Anthropology.

Social Policy Lab

The Social Policy Lab (SPL) is an important academic and practice-oriented initiative,
housed within the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS), IISERB. The lab
intends to create, cultivate, and disseminate knowledge beyond theoretical engagement,
developing a practice and solution-oriented academic culture to address real-world
problems. The lab engages in socially relevant policy, practice, and action-oriented
academic discourse through organising thematic-focused workshops, seminars, writing
sessions, pedagogical workshops, and policy review discussions. Further, the lab intends to
engage in policy research through critical praxis to produce policy and research
documents to design better, more suitable interventions. The lab tries to bridge the gap of
disciplinary boundaries that often exist within the academic space to promote and
engage with interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration to address pressing social
concerns. The lab is anchored by two faculty members, Dr. Ajeet Kumar Pankaj and Dr.
Aniket Nandan, who have been working on various areas of social policy and related fields.
The team also further engages the PhD scholars whose research falls within the focus and
thrust area of the lab. This will have broader implications for the documentation and
dissemination of the policy-oriented research.

—



Introduction to Migration Studies

Migration, Urban Infrastructure, and Urban
Ecology

Migration, Informality, and Climate Risk
Methodology for Migration Studies

Paradox of Policy and Migratory Life
Entablement of Migration, Urban Space, and
Climate Change

Future Research Prospect in Migration
Studies and Urban Space

Details about Session




To Aplly: Click Here

Apply on or before: 21 August 2026

Application Fees
Under graduates &
Masters
PhD Scholars/
Postdoctoral/Independent
Researchers
2000 INR
< Important Note: Application fee is hon-refundable >

Please write to us at:
labsocialpolicy@gmail.com

R, +918076591329, +91 8606488634, +91 7310795977

Academic/ Faculties/

Professionals
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List of

Speakers

Prof. Priya Deshingkar

Professor of Migration and Development (Geography),
School of Global Studies, University of Sussex, UK

Dr. Sally Cawood

Lecturer in Economic Geography, University of Lancaster,
UK

Dr. Elmond Bandauko
Assistant Professor of Human Geography, Department of
Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, University of Alberta, Canada

Dr. Lutfun Nahar Lata

Senior Lecturer in the School of Humanities, Arts and Social
Sciences at Murdoch University, Australia

Prof. Manish K. Jha

Senior Professor, Centre for Community Organisation and
Development Practice, School of Social Work, Tata Institute
of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai, India

Prof. Ram B. Bhagat

Former Professor & Head, Department of Migration & Urban
Studies, International Institute for Population Sciences, India

Prof. Pushpendra Kumar

Former Professor at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS), TISS Patna, India




List of

Speakers

Dr. Sneha Thapliyal

Associate Professor (Economics), National Law School of
India University (NLSIU), Bangalore, India

Dr. Panchali Ray

Associate Professor of Anthropology and Gender Studies,
KREA University, India

Sameer Kumar

Development Practitioner, Integrator at Professional
Assistance for Development Action (PRADAN), Madhya
Pradesh, India

Rajiv Khandelwal

Co-Founder and Executive Director of Aajeevika
Bureau, India

Dr. Sohini Sengupta

Assistant Professor, Centre for Community Organisation
and Development Practice, School of Social Work,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India

Dr. Debdulal Saha

Assistant Professor (Economics), Department of HSS,
[ISER Mohali, India

Dr. Priyanka Jha

Assistant Professor (Political Science), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU), Varanasi, India




List of

Speakers

Vivek Anand

Development Practitioner, GlZ, New Delhi Office, India

Dr. Aniket Nandan

Assistant Professor, Sociology and Social Anthropology,
Department of HSS, IISER Bhopal, India

Dr. Ajeet Kumar Pankaj

Assistant Professor, Social Work and Sociology,
Department of HSS, IISER Bhopal, India
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